LEGISLATION FOR THE NEW LONDON
that under its would-be restricting influence the suburbs had
flourished and grown great. Yet, in spite of its- many times
proven ineffectiveness, it had again been chosen, and chosen
at a moment when there was a vital need for trustworthy-
weapons. It was followed by another in the same strain: That
all Buildings upon new Foundacions in all parts of this king-
dome (this City and Liberties excepted) be prohibited for the
Terme of seaven yeares unlesse the City be sooner fully re-
built.' This however was not a measure to restrict and to pre-
vent competition from the suburbs, but was the City's attempt
to solve the problem of labour, for it added 'the better to pro-
cure workemen hither'. It was a subordination of the needs
of the rest of England to those of London which would have
been less arrogant if it had embodied some concession to those
who came to do the work. They, however, were apparently to
stay until London was rebuilt and then to pack up their be-
longings and return with their families whence they had come.
Their own towns must do without them as best they could until
London ceased to have need of them; then they could go back
and find houses and work if any were available. It is not sur-
prising that Parliament rejected the clause, lopped off the pro-
hibition and, in order to attract labour, offered substantial
inducements to it to come.
The final 'clause in aid' was a measure to prevent migration.
Strongly traditional in its method, it carried tradition to the
furthest limits it had yet reached in an effort to compel all those
who made a livelihood by trading in London to contribute their
share to its government. Here one can have much sympathy
with the City. By long tradition it was obligatory for all citizens
either to take up office when elected or else to pay a substantial
fine in lieu of so doing. Aldermen and Common Councilmen
carried out, unpaid, duties which went far further than the
periodical meetings of their modern representatives. They
were expected to know all about the life of their districts and
to see that it was carried on in accordance with the rules laid
down by the City. In the absence of almost every administrative
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